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The Lachlan Swamp (/natural_feature/lachlan_swamps) (eventually to become the site for Centennial Park)
(/place/centennial_park) was the closest swamp to Sydney in the chain of swamps known as the Botany
Watershed. Drought in 1820 forced water carters to sell barrelled water from the swamp to supplement
Sydney's water supply from the polluted Tank Stream. (/natural_feature/tank_stream) In 1825, an enquiry
was conducted into the source of a permanent water supply for Sydney. Mineral surveyor and civil engineer
John Busby (/person/busby_john) (1765-1857) selected the Lachlan Swamp, reporting on the excellent
quality of the water and believing the supply to be sufficient to service the predicted increase in Sydney's
population.

Busby was commissioned to design a new water system which involved driving a bore from the Lachlan
Swamp into a reservoir at the Oxford Street end of Hyde Park. (/place/hyde_park) The tunnel (to become
known as Busby's Bore) was '2 miles, 8 chains long' (3.6 kilometres) through mostly solid rock, and it was
constructed using convict labour. Busby's Bore passed under the Showground,
(/place/sydney_showground_moore_park) Victoria Barracks (/place/victoria_barracks) and down Oxford
Street to Hyde Park. Work commenced late in 1827, and progress in construction was very slow. It was
reported that Busby was reluctant to deal with the convict workers, and was a poor supervisor. From 1830
water was flowing in the tunnel, although it wasn't finally completed until 1837.
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Busby's Bore was the first major infrastructure tunnel to be built in Sydney, and it had the capacity to supply
Sydney's population of 20,000 people with up to 1.5 million litres of water per day. In 1833, water was
diverted from the bore through pipes to Circular Quay (/place/circular_quay) for the use of shipping.
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Drought in 1838 demonstrated the limitations of the tunnel as the sole source of water for Sydney. It was
also proving difficult to maintain the quality of the water from the Lachlan Swamp - pollution from dumping
and blockages, and the location nearby of industries such as wool-scouring, were constant threats. New
avenues of water supply had to be investigated, and the Council of the City of Sydney
(/organisation/city_of_sydney_council) took control of water supply in 1842. Even so, the Lachlan Swamps
remained Sydney's only water supply until the Botany | SwampsScheme 18597-
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